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EXPLANATION OF THE MASTER LISTS  
 
There are 28 master lists, grouped as convenient taxon 
groups and split in such a way as to make each list 
individually downloadable but form an integral part of the 
main article. Citations to these master lists should be as 
indicated for the main article. Each master list contains a 
table that is made up of eight columns and each row 
represents information on one rearing record. For each 
master list, the rearing records are ordered under family, 
subfamily and sometimes tribe headings (in some cases 
we offer a superfamily instead of a family name where we 
were uncertain of the family placement). The records are 
ordered by family, subfamily, species and then rearer 
name. Explanation of the information contained in each 
column is as follows: 
 
Ref. no. This column contains references to a unique 
rearing number that links the notes, photographs and 
reared specimens gathered during the course of the 
rearing. A blank field indicate that there was no reference 
number submitted. 
 
Lepidoptera species. This column contains the best 
identification that could be made of the Lepidoptera taxon 
at the time of publication given the resources available. 
The name of the taxon specialist who identified the 
species (if not an author) is given in brackets. A blank cell 
means that we were unable to identify the taxon with some 
certainty.  
 
Host species (Family). This columns contain the best 
identifications that could be made of the host species, on 
which the caterpillar was feeding, at the time of 
publication given the resources available. A blank cell 
means that we were unable to identify the plant species to 
that level with some certainty or that feeding by the 
caterpillar was not confirmed. In the majority of cases the 
host indicated is the host on which the life stage was 
collected in the wild and on which the caterpillar fed 
subsequently. In cases where the host was presented to the 
larva in captivity, this is indicated. Where relevant, the 
name of the determiner is given in brackets. The host 
family name is given at the end in brackets. The phrase 
“reared ab ovum” means that the pictured larva was reared 
from the egg, meaning that the entire life-history of the 

species (all larval instars) was recorded and documented. 
In most cases such larvae were reared from eggs laid by a 
female moth collected at a light but raised on a natural 
host-plant of the species (though not necessarily one 
occurring at the locality where the female was taken), in 
some cases such larvae were reared from eggs found laid 
on a host-plant in the wild, and in a few cases the larvae 
were reared on an unnatural (exotic) host-plant in 
captivity. Such imprecisions regarding host use are, 
however, also contained in records of field-collected 
larvae, as mature larvae sometimes feed on plants they 
will not take in the early instars but do switch to at a later 
stage, and many also naturally feed on exotic plants in the 
wild.  
 
Locality. This column contains a short standardised 
reference to the locality where the specimen used in the 
rearing was collected, be it any life stage or a female from 
which eggs were obtained. The locality field lists, in order, 
the locality description, followed by the closest town, 
province (where relevant) and then country. 
 
Date of collection (c), pupation (p), emergence (e). This 
column contains the dates as indicated, where available. 
Missing dates are indicated by a “?”. 
 
Rearer. This column contains the name(s) of the 
person(s) who conducted the rearing, who may or may not 
have been the person who collected the rearing material.  
 
Final instar larva. This column contains the photographs 
of the caterpillar of the species reared. In most cases they 
depict the final-instar larva and at the time it was still 
feeding, but in some cases they show the larva in the pre-
pupation phase (usually on the ground) and in a few cases 
an earlier instar, where for some reason a photograph of 
the final instar was unavailable.  
 
Adult. This column contains photographs of the actual 
adult specimen reared from the caterpillar shown in the 
previous column. Photographs marked with * are not of 
the actual adult specimen which emerged from the imaged 
larva.

 
  


